
Quenching The Spirit
“Quench not the Spirit.” 1 Thess. 5:19

his verse, to gether with many other pas sages in the
Bi ble, shows us that a Chris tian has a re spon si bil ity
for the kind of life he lives.  Even if we have reached
the point of liv ing an ex em plary Chris tian life, and

are ef fec tive tools in the hands of the Holy Spirit, we shall
never ad vance to the point of be ing ex empt from re spon si -
bil ity.  Here in life we are never free from dan ger or be -
yond the temp ta tion to fall into sin.  It is pos si ble for the
best Chris tian to sink into a hol low and pow er less spir i tual 
state; it is even pos si ble for him to lose his spir i tual life al -
to gether.  Let him that thinketh he standth take heed lest he 
fall.”

At no place in the world can a Chris tian be ab so lutely
safe against strong temp ta tions; he can never be quite sure
of him self.  It is for this rea son that God has re minded us to 
be on our watch and en cour aged us to fight the good fight,
clad in the full ar mor of God  While we are  re sist ing that
which is evil, we are also to be on our guard against los ing
the good things which we have re ceived.  In the verse be -
fore us now we are warned against quench ing the Spirit. 
This must in di cate that it is pos si ble for us to do just that. 
You and I can quench the Spirit in our own lives; it is also
pos si ble for us to do like wise in the lives of oth ers.

Just think of it!  That light which led us out from dark -
ness, cre ated life out of death and gave us a hope of glory;
that fire which cleanses, sanc ti fies, warms us and sheds
light upon the dan ger ous road that we are to walk in the fu -
ture – that light and that fire we can quench.

When the se ri ous ness of such a pos si bil ity dawns
upon us, this ques tion rises in our heart: “How is it pos si -
ble for us to quench the Holy Spirit?”

There are many an swers to such a ques tion.  The con -
stantly chang ing scene of life with its count less temp ta -

tions and dan gers to a Chris tian has more than enough of
both ques tions and an swers along this line.  A Chris tian is
no where safe from the evil pow ers.  He is at tacked by the
spir i tual hosts of wick ed ness in the air, by the mass of
god less peo ple in the world, and by his own sin ful na ture. 
These all com bine to de stroy the Chris tian’s life with God.

We shall try to point out some of the by ways upon
which a Chris tian may en ter and which lead to a quench -
ing of the Spirit.

Let us in the first place be aware of this, that we do not
have to do any thing in par tic u lar in or der to quench the
Holy Spirit.  A fire can be ex tin guished with out the use of
a fire man’s hose.  A lamp goes out when there is no more
oil left.  The fire dies in the stove when the fuel has been
burnt up.  The fire within us – God’s Spirit in our hearts –
will like wise be quenched when our spir i tual life no lon -
ger is nour ished.

All the ex ter nals of our life may be in or der; in the
eyes of men we may ap pear to be the best of Chris tians. 
Our moral life may be in har mony with the best rules and
reg u la tions on this score.  But the spir i tual power within is 
gone; the spir i tual fire in the heart has been quenched qui -
etly and lit tle by lit tle – as hap pens to the lamp when the
oil has been used up.  So it was in the churches at Ephesus
and Laodicea; so it was also with the five fool ish vir gins. 
These are ex am ples of how the spir i tual life may de cline
qui etly and al most im per cep ti bly.  

What is it, then, in our spir i tual na ture which must be
nour ished if the Spirit is not go ing to be quenched?

Spir i tual life must have the Word of God, and re quires 
com mu nion with Him through prayer.  The Word is meat
and drink for the spir i tual life.  Prayer is the out reach of
the in ner man to God for help.  It is the arm that moves the
arm of God.  It is the or gan by which we re ceive the grace
of God.  If a Chris tian lays the Bi ble aside and for gets his
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prayer cham ber, he will surely
though slowly sink into that un -
happy state of hav ing the Spirit
quenched in his heart.  God’s
Spirit can not work in us when we 
vi o late the laws of the Spirit’s
op er a tion.  

It was a char ac ter is tic of the
early pe riod of our Chris tian life
that we loved to read the Word of
God and to pray.  In our prayer
closet, with the open Bi ble be -
fore us, we held sweet com mu -
nion with God.  There we were
both chas tised and com forted. 
The joy in the Lord and the tes ti -
mony of the Spirit in our heart
made us cou ra geous, and at the
same time care ful Chris tians.  
The fire upon the al tar was fed
with the right fuel.  The fire is the 
Holy Spirit.  But we are cer tain to 
lose this trea sure to the same ex -
tent that we fail to open our
hearts in prayer and ne glect to
use the Word of God.

We are thus quench ing the
Holy Spirit.

There is also an other way in
which we may be cer tain to
quench the Holy Spirit.  That is
by ex cus ing sin in our lives.

The Spirit makes sin ex ceed -
ingly sin ful for us.  When it
ceases to do so we will be at
peace with the old na ture in us
rather than at war with it.  Then
there is grave dan ger that the
Holy Spirit will lose the hold He
gained on us when we were con -
verted.  Here it is not only a ques -
tion of the sin which is in the
open and is seen by all men, but it 
is also the sin that no man can
see.  This is the self ish mind, the
evil thought, the “I,” “me” and
“mine” which we are so fond of,
it is the spirit of mi ser li ness
which seeks only its own; it is to
speak evil of our fel low men and
use their sins as a white wash for
our own; it is the spirit which
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urges us to be come great rather than to be of ser vice; it is
quar rel ing and strife in the home and sharp words from an
un kind heart.

Our old na ture is fer tile soil for all this evil, and we of -
ten see these sins grow to fright ful pro por tions even in the
lives of Chris tians.  Is it strange that one has to ask, “How
can it be that Chris tians live like that?”

Was it not over sins like these that we were given such
won der ful power dur ing the early pe riod of our Chris tian
life?  Was not this one of the con trib ut ing fac tors to our
great joy then?  And to think that we should again turn to
these same sins now and per mit them to rule in our lives!

Chris tian friends, what can be the rea son?
You have been ex cus ing sin in your life.

 God’s Spirit has not been per mit ted to prove to us that
sin in our lives is re ally sin.  Lit tle by lit tle we have been
eas ing up on the de mands of God upon us, and we take the
edge off the Spirit’s re proof by our re fusal to take sin se ri -
ously.  Our own will si lences the voice of the Holy Spirit. 
We have be gun to slide down hill, and we are not able to
stop; the Holy Spirit is not per mit ted to di rect us.   

We are quench ing the Spirit in our lives.  

Right on this point it seems that Sa tan has a large field
of ac tiv ity in our day.  This is so not only in the life of the
in di vid ual Chris tian, but also in the larger so ci ety of Chris -
tians.

As com pen sa tion for our de feat in this area we seek to
hide our spir i tual pov erty in one of two ways.  We may
harden our hearts into a cold for mal ism which con sists in
mere talk about sin.  We have been sin ners, and we are sin -
ners; we shall likely con tinue to be sin ners for as long a
time as we are on earth.  The words sound so meek and
hum ble and full of wis dom, but it is only talk; the words
be come a cloak for an ema ci ated spir i tu al ity.  In spite of all
talk to the con trary, we have per mit ted sin to rule in our
hearts.  

It is also pos si ble to go in the op po site di rec tion.  We
may say that we are not so sin ful af ter all.

The evil in our hearts is not sin, but a temp ta tion to sin;
and temp ta tion is not sin.  In this way we may try to sneak
out of all re spon si bil ity and away from the goad ing con -
science.  The sit u a tion be comes worse with each pass ing
day.  To ef fect a rem edy we seek, usu ally in com pany with
oth ers who are like us, to whip our emo tions into a high de -
gree of in ten sity; this we like to think of as be ing filled
with the Holy Spirit.

But our ev ery day life speaks loudly to the op po site ef -
fect.  We have a Sunday Chris tian ity that reaches up into
the clouds, but a week-day re li gion that is lower than the

earth.  Life neu tral izes our pro fes sion be cause the Spirit
has be gun to lose His hold upon the in ner man.

Chris tian friends!  When we are try ing to find some of
the rea sons for the quench ing of the Spirit in our lives, we
must not fall for the temp ta tion of look ing only at oth ers. 
Let us take a look at our selves in the pres ence of God.  This 
is fit ting for all of us.  If we should find that the judg ment
of God does not strike us, we have the greater rea son to be
thank ful.  But if it should be that we are af fected by God’s
judg ment, the Lord’s ad mo ni tion to us is this: “Re pent, and 
do the first works.”  He who wishes to help oth ers must
first re ceive help him self.

There is also an other side of this ques tion to which we
do well to pay at ten tion.  We who are Chris tians may
quench the Spirit when the Word of God is be ing preached.  
We may lis ten to the ser mon with a pur pose of crit i ciz ing it
rather than to pray for the preacher; we are not giv ing free
course to the Word then.  If we be come dis tant and cold
when an awak en ing co mes, we are also quench ing the
Spirit.  We may have prayed for an awak en ing, but we have 
had our own ideas of how it ought to come; when it does
not come ex actly as we have thought that it should, we be -
come aloof.  The Spirit is quenched very ef fec tively that
way.

It is one of the spir i tual laws in the King dom of God
that all who have the Spirit of God should be obe di ent to
that Spirit.  He who re sists that Spirit be comes an ob sta cle
to his fellowmen rather than a ser vant of the Spirit.  Many
Chris tians have per mit ted them selves to be used thus to
hin der the work of the Holy Spirit, per haps with out re al iz -
ing full what they were do ing.

“And ye also shall bear wit ness, be cause ye have been
with me from the be gin ning.” John 15:27.

Our hearts let new-cre ated be,
Our walk make pure and holy, 
Help us of fense and sin to flee,
And ever serve God solely,
So that our faith in Christ, our Lord,
May prove it self in deed and word
Be fore the world about us.

Taken from the book: “Spirit and Power” 
by Ludvig Hope
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Four Steps to a Motivated
Ministry 

II Co rin thi ans 4:1-18

Run ning the Ak ron mar a thon in 2007 was a tre men -
dous ex pe ri ence.  For the first 21 miles, I was run ning well 
and feel ing good.  As I con tin ued check ing my watch and
the mile age signs, I saw that I was still on my goal pace at
mile 23.  I then ex pe ri enced ev ery run ner’s night mare – I
hit “the wall.”  My en ergy, ex cite ment and en thu si asm dis -
ap peared.  I wanted to quit!  In other words, I be came
“faint.”  Faint is de fined thus: “to be ut terly spir it less, to
be wea ried out, or ex hausted.”  The phrase hit ting the wall
is a run ning term that de scribes what the body feels like
when all en ergy sup plies have been drained.  At this point,
the body starts to feed off mus cles and other tis sues in or -
der to keep run ning.  It feels like one has run to a brick
wall. 

Paul hit a num ber of walls in his min is try.  One would
think the great est mis sion ary of all time never would have
ex pe ri enced any thing like this.  Surely, God would have
en sured that Paul had ev ery thing he wanted or needed.   Of 
all the peo ple God would have pro tected, cared for and
min is tered unto, it would have been Paul.  God would not
let His cho sen man hit spir i tual walls, would He?  Ac cord -
ing to the pas sages we read, Paul def i nitely knew some -
thing about these “walls” (vv. 8-11).  He would not have
said, “Be not weary in well do ing” if he had not ex pe ri -
enced wea ri ness him self, re peat ing the same words to the
Thessalonian saints (2 Thess. 3:13).  Yet Paul never
stopped.  How can we, like the apos tle, keep up the en ergy
and “faint not”?  Sec ond Co rin thi ans 4 pro vides four
steps to a mo ti vated min is try.  They are the same for you
as they were for Paul.  We will ex am ine these steps in the
fol low ing devotionals.

By the Scrip ture Be ing Exposited
2 Co rin thi ans 4:1-2

We live in an age in which the truth is rel a tive, even in
what were once good churches.  Com pro mise, con tem po -
rary “wor ship” and the “cult of ca su al ness” have taken
over the church.  Yet we must, like Paul, take a stand and
keep these ten den cies from en ter ing into our churches. 
How is this done?  Many feel it is ac com plished by pound -
ing the pul pit ev ery Sunday while preach ing to the choir. 
Un for tu nately, that will only go so far!  Er ror is not ex -
posed, truth re vealed and sin re nounced by strong preach -
ing alone.  Be liev ers must take ac tion (2 Tim. 2:15-16).

The first step is an old an swer with the same mes sage.  
Read the Word!  Lis ten dil i gently to the Word!  Han dling
the Word of God is such a se ri ous mat ter that the apos tle

John gives us a grim warn ing con cern ing that very mat ter
(Rev. 22:18-19).  Faith fully read ing, study ing and heed ing 
God’s Word is not an easy task.  It takes time.  It takes con -
cen tra tion.  It takes an in ti mate de sire for God.  Sa tan will
use any de vice to keep you from the Word, whether an un -
timely phone call, an in ter rup tion by a child or a list of
“things to do.”  It is es sen tial that we set time apart each
day to read His Book.

It is im por tant that you read and study for your self;
but it is also im por tant that you in vest time lis ten ing to
God’s Word.  As you lis ten, claim one verse to take with
you for the week.  The next week pick an other one; soon
you will have an ar se nal by which to live.  “Thy Word have 
I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against Thee” (Ps.
119:11).  Hide the Word in your heart, and exposit the
Word to the world.  Giv ing forth the Word al lows you to
have more room in your heart to re ceive the Word.             
TCS

Taken from “Feature”, Copyright 2009, Permission
Granted  (To be con tin ued in the March is sue of the

Morn ing Glory)

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“But first gave their own selves to the Lord, and
unto us by the will of God.”  II Cor. 8:5.

If you wanted to give Je sus some thing, but did not
want to give Him your self, do you think He would be glad
to re ceive your gift?  No, “the gift with out the giver is
bare.”  So then we must be sure to give our selves to the
Lord, first, be fore we of fer Him our other gifts.

An old In dian had come to know Christ as his Sav iour
and he was, of course, very happy and grate ful to God.  He 
had a nice pair of shoes which he wanted to give to the
Lord, but the mis sion ary would not take them.  Then the
In dian took the best he had, namely a good ri fle, and put it
into the hand of the mis sion ary.  The mis sion ary gave it
back to him and said, “No, In dian, that is not what Je sus
would want.”

“Well, then, me give Je sus poor In dian, too.”
That is just it: we must give Je sus our selves first; then

the other gift.  There are too many who try to give other
gifts first, but will not let Him have them selves – that is,
their own hearts and wills.

Dear Lord, we pres ent our selves to Thee as sin ful as
we be.  We thank Thee for the in vi ta tion to come and be -
lieve the Gos pel.  May all that we have be given over to
Thee, blessed Je sus.  We ask it in Thy name.  Amen.

Just as I am, with out one plea,
But that Thy blood was shed for me,
And that thou bidst me come to Thee
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

Taken from “Al tar Steps” by Pas tor R. P. Haakonson

4



I Want It!  I Want It!  
I Want It!

By Dr. Mike Myrick, Im pe rial, Cal i for nia

In 1 Sam uel, chap ters 8-12, God’s peo ple said, “Give
us a king.  We want to be just like ev ery one around us. 
Give us what we want.”

What we want and what we need are of ten two sep a -
rate things.  But I want to want what I ought to have.  
Three spe cific things come to mind.

I Want a Re newal of God’s Power

Like some Chris tians to day, the chil dren of Is rael
wanted to be like those around them, and their want was
about to get them into trou ble with God.  Up to this point,
Is rael had been gov erned by a the oc racy.  God ruled.

God was Is rael’s king, and He had a dif fer ent plan for
His peo ple, but they were un happy about it.  He was now
go ing to give them what they wanted – an earthly king. 
When will we learn that we “can not serve God and mam -
mon” Matt. 6:24?

We need to stop want ing to keep up with the Joneses. 
We need to quit try ing to be like ev ery one else, be cause
God’s peo ple should not be like ev ery body else.  We are
and should re main a dif fer ent peo ple.

The peo ple came to gether and went against the will of
God, and in stead of mourn ing, they “re joiced greatly” be -
cause they got what they wanted.  They got what they
wanted, but they lost the power of God.

I want the power back!

I Want a Re sur gence of God’s Pur pose!

Too many churches to day think their pur pose is to put
on a good show for the peo ple, and the peo ple think
church time is en ter tain ment time.

If there is preach ing against sin, some of the peo ple
leave in a huff and re fuse to come back.

To day, we too want what oth ers have.  We want to be
like a worldly crowd.  But if we con tinue to fol low those
wants, we will lose our way be cause safety is found in side
God’s will.

I Want a Re turn to God’s Pre cepts!

The pre cepts of God, the very com mands and in struc -
tions that He gives, should al ways guide our think ing and
our ac tions.

We need to un der stand that the pre cepts of God are not 
op tional ad vice.  Why is it that so many of God’s peo ple
have come to the place that only when some thing is ab so -
lutely proven to them do they think about obey ing?

The Bi ble com mands us to do what is right, but too of -

ten we act as if we serve a God who re ally does n’t care
whether or not we obey His pre cepts.  God’s com mand -
ments, His pre cepts, give us ex actly that for which ev ery -
one is look ing – grace, mercy, peace.  Hap pi ness is found
when we keep His pre cepts.

We will treat peo ple like God wants them to be treated
and not the way the world treats peo ple when we do things 
ac cord ing to the way God has pre scribed.

Too many Chris tians whine, “I want it!  I want it!  I
want it!  Like a four-year-old throw ing a tan trum be cause
he does n’t get what he wants, they kick and scream to get
their self ish ways.  We need to turn that around and want
the things that God des per ately wants us to have. 

Con sider Want ing What He Wants!

First Sam uel 12:24 says, “Only fear the LORD, and
serve him in truth with all your heart: for con sider how
great things he hath done for you.”

When I con sider this verse, I con sider that God kept
my heart un til a Chris tian took the Bi ble and showed me
the way of sal va tion.

I con sider that God worked with – “Pre cept upon pre -
cept; line upon line, line upon line; here a lit tle, and there
a lit tle” Isa. 28:10 – to get me to the place where, when He 
called me into the min is try, I was ready and will ing to
preach.

I want it – the power of God back in our lives!  I want
it – a re sur gence of God’s pur pose in our lives!  I want it –
an out pour ing of Chris tians’ fol low ing God’s pre cepts!

I want it!  I want it! I want it!

Taken from “Sword of the Lord”

The Book of Books

Within this am ple vol ume lies
The mys tery of mys ter ies.

Hap pi est they of hu man race
To whom their God has given grace

To read, to fear, to hope, to pray,
To lift the latch, to force the way;

But better had they ne’er been born
Than read to doubt or read to scorn.

Sir Wal ter Scott
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Ed i to rial 
RES

CARNALITY!
“For to be car nally minded is death, but to be spir i tu ally minded is life and peace.  Be -

cause the car nal mind is en mity against God; for it is not sub ject to the law of God, nor in -
deed can be, so then, those who are in the flesh can not please God.”  (Romans 8:6-8)

Why?  Is it that ‘Chris tians’ want to try to prove that
JESUS could be wrong when HE says: ‘You can not
serve two mas ters’: ‘you are ei ther for ME OR against
ME.’  Be ing a ‘fence strad dler’ will not only hurt the
cause of the King dom of God but will jeop ar dize your
as sur ance of Sal va tion and will end up in a hope less
Eter nity!  Yes, a ‘luke warm’ Chris tian is the BEST ad -
ver tise ment for Hell there is! 

Is ‘car nal ity & world li ness’ Siamese twins OR are they
one and the same?  As you an swer this ques tion; please
keep Eter nity in view.  God so loves ‘us’ that HE warns
us with ab so lute clar ity.  

The dic tio nary speaks of ‘car nal ity’ as not spir i tual,
merely hu man; tem po ral; worldly.  Per tain ing to the
flesh or body, its pas sions and ap pe tites; sen sual, sex -
ual.  Also the dic tio nary speaks of ‘en mity’ as pos i tive,
ac tive, and typ i cally mu tual hatred or ill will.

“En mity” is a ram pant dis re gard for God’s Law and fur -
ther more ‘car nal ity’ is equated with death, eter nal death 
(eter nal sep a ra tion from God). 

Likely you are aware of the fact that some Chris tians
when you hit the nail on the head, they will be gin to cry
‘le gal ism’, be cause they like the life style that they are
par tic i pat ing in.

NOW be cause you and I care where we will spend all
eter nity, let’s take a closer look at ‘our’ text, which will
give ‘us’ a clear dis tinc tion be tween ‘car nal mind’ and
‘spir i tual mind’.  These liv ing for the flesh (old na -
ture/flesh) = spell flesh back wards and leave off the ‘h’
and it spells self) can not please God. 

A fairly good num ber of years ago I was told by the doc -
tor(s) that I had an se ri ous heart dis ease and nat u rally I
did n’t want to hear what they said (and a num ber of
times since) and I doubt that the ‘doc tors’ en joyed tell -
ing me what I needed to hear; but they did.  But the truth
is true and it is only wise to ‘lis ten’ and do (obey) what
we are told.

Look at the def i ni tion again of ‘car nal ity’ and it states
‘worldly.’  To me world li ness: for ex am ples are: con -
sum ing al co holic bev er ages, danc ing, at tend ing this
world’s the aters/mov ies, scant cloth ing (both fe male &
male), im mod esty, por nog ra phy, pro mis cu ous sex ual

ac tiv ity, drugs, some times ap parel (or lack of), etc. and
we better lis ten and obey what the Bi ble states.  God
states that those who do ‘obey’ are wise and the oth ers
as ‘fool ish.’

Ba si cally this: Our coun try is on a down ward spi ral of
im mo ral ity like none we have ever seen be fore.  And
‘who’ is ba si cally caus ing/in flu enc ing at least in part
this:  we Chris tians!   God wants ‘we Chris tians’ to be a
‘con science/stan dard’ unto this ‘world’ not a part of it. 
Romans 12:1-2.  

  Keep in ‘mind’ the world says you can not go by out -
ward ap pear ance for God looks upon the ‘heart’ (which
He does); but Je sus says what is in the ‘heart’ co mes out
or is man i fested.   This is very ‘se ri ous’! ‘Our’ eter nal
des tiny is in view.  REMEMBER the ‘heart’ in wardly
can be ob sessed as much or more (hid den to the hu man
eye) with ‘world li ness, but not dis played.   He brews
4:12-16, James 2:10, Romans 3:10-20.

How ever, other folk can not see our faith, and there fore
we must keep in mind that we who know Je sus as our
per sonal Sav ior are ‘am bas sa dors’ for/in Him both in
our daily walk and talk.  True sav ing faith in ev i ta bly
will man i fest it self in works/fruit of righ teous ness.  
There fore the righ teous ness of Christ, who kept the
Law per fectly in our be half, is im puted to the be liev ers
by faith (Romans 4:3-5); but be ing we have a new na -
ture given to ‘us’ from God will also pro duce liv ing a
godly life (His na ture in & through ‘us’), by the Grace
and Power of God.

Most cer tainly GRACE is not a ‘pil low’ to SIN UPON;
but many peo ple (in clud ing some Chris tians) are try ing
to prove Je sus wrong when He states: “’No one can
serve two mas ters; for ei ther he will hate the one and
love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and de -
spise the other.  You can not serve God and mam mon.’”
Mat thew 6:24.    Je sus states that if we love Him we will
keep/obey His Com mand ments!  Not in or der to ‘be -
come’ but be cause ‘we are’ in a right re la tion ship with
Him.   

Trag i cally it seems that we are be ing grad u ally de sen si -
tized to wards SIN; which is very of fen sive to our Holy
God to Whom one ‘day’ we must give an ac count!  
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And to the Republic for 
Witch It Stands

What do you get when you com bine pa gans, two
witches and the Air Force Acad emy?  Eighty thou sand
tax payer dol lars.  That’s how much the gov ern ment is
spend ing in its pur suit of po lit i cal cor rect ness in the mil i -
tary.  Af ter a year’s worth of work, the U. S. Air Force fin -
ished con struc tion on an out-door wor ship cen ter for
“wiccans, dru ids and earth-wor ship pers” – de spite not
hav ing a sin gle one on its ca det ros ter.

The USAF agreed to the pro ject to ac com mo date “a
ci vil ian” and an “Air Force re serv ist” who de manded
equal treat ment for their faith.  “We think we are set ting a
stan dard,” Chap lain Ma jor Darren Duncan says.

What he does n’t re al ize is that the stan dard has al -
ready been set – by an ad min is tra tion in tent on sidelining
Chris tian ity.  While the law may pro tect the free dom to
prac tice re li gion, it does n’t guar an tee the pub lic ac com -
mo da tion for it.  De spite what the sec u lar move ment be -
lieves, our gov ern ment is un der no ob li ga tion to spend
tax payer dol lars el e vat ing fringe groups.   

Fam ily Re search Coun cil has been a fierce ad vo cate
of re li gious free dom for all Amer i cans.  But this is n’t
about free dom.  It’s about fi nanc ing.  And even in an era of 
re li gious plu ral ism, the gov ern ment was n’t meant to be
the great equal izer on mat ters of faith.

Un for tu nately, this is just an other ex am ple of the
White House’s dou ble stan dard on re li gion.  (The week of
No vem ber 21), the Pen ta gon or dered an Army base to re -
move a cross at its cha pel in Af ghan i stan be cause it rep re -
sented a per ma nent dis play of re li gion (which the army
for bids).  But if erect ing a cross shows re li gious bias, how
does un der writ ing a wiccan wor ship cen ter not?  The state
may not ex ist to pro mote Chris tian ity but its role is n’t to
marginalize it ei ther.

Tony Perkins, Family Research Council

“What shall I do then with Jesus which is
called the Christ?”  Matt. 27:22

Pi late did not know what he should do with Je sus the
day that Je sus stood be fore him.  He should have crowned
Him King, the Christ, in his heart, but he did not.  Poor Pi -
late, what a ter ri ble mis take he made!  There are oth ers, be -
side Pi late, who will not ac cept Je sus.  I hope you are not
one of these.

There is a story of a mother who, with her son, was on
a ship bound for Cal i for nia, where she was to join her hus -
band.  The ship was on fire, and all the peo ple were rushed
into life boats.  When the last boat pulled away from the
ship, some one no ticed that the mother was stand ing on the 
deck.  She was still hold ing her son in her arms.  They had
been over looked in the rush.  The boat was too full, now,
to take them on board.  What should be done?

Fi nally it was de cided to take one of them into the boat 
– both could not be taken.  So the mother kissed her son
good bye and said to him as she let him down into the boat,
“Tell your fa ther that I died for you.”  

This is the greet ing that God has handed down to us: Je -
sus has died for us.  We want Him as our Sav iour, don’t we?

Dear Lord Je sus, be our Sav iour now and al ways.  We
will not turn Thee away be cause we need Thee as our De -
liv erer from sin.  We pray in Je sus’ name.  Amen.

Je sus is stand ing in Pi late’s hall
Friend less, for saken, be trayed by all;
Hear ken!  What meaneth the sud den call!
What will you do with Je sus?
What will you do with Je sus?  Neu tral you can not be;
Some day your heart will be ask ing,
What will He do with me?
    Verse by per mis sion, Ta ber na cle Publ. Co.

Taken from the fine devotional book “Altar Steps” by R. P. 
Haakonson.  Editor’s Note:  Can be yours for a donation of

five dollars and one dollar shipping from HLIF

Mar tin Lu ther clearly shares that ‘we should (godly)
fear and love HIM!

We must not wa ter down the Scrip tural Truths that have 
just been shared.  Is n’t it‘marvelous’ that God knows
our hearts (in tents/de sires) AS AN OPEN BOOK – He -
brews 4:12-13.  To the ‘car nal Chris tian?’ this is ter ri -
fy ing & con vict ing and to the one who is walk ing in
obe di ence in the Light of God’s Word (Bi ble); it is not
only ‘con vict ing, but com fort ing!

Speak ing of Christ’s re turn (Rap ture), 1 John 3:3 tells
‘us’ “ev ery one who has this hope in Him pu ri fies him -
self.”  ‘We’ are an chored in the ‘blessed hope’ which is

not a wish-list kind of hope; but a solid ex pec ta tion that
mo ti vates us to keep our hearts from sin ful dis trac tions.  
YES, be ing ready for Christ’s re turn will make a dif fer -
ence in the way we live!

In clos ing this ed i to rial I have an im por tant ques tion for 
you ‘our’ ap pre ci ated ‘reader’:  How long can a ‘car nal 
Chris tian’ con tinue to be ‘car nal’ and still be a Chris -
tian???  

 1 Sam uel 16:14a, 11 Tim o thy 3:5 & Romans 8:13.

“There is there fore now no con dem na tion to those
who are in Christ Je sus, who do not walk ac cord ing
to the flesh, but ac cord ing to the Spirit.” Romans 8:1.



From Our Fellowship Circle

A. & K. T. Livingston, NJ
Merry Christ mas and a Blessed New Year to you all and
thank you for your in spir ing Morn ing Glory.   

Please con tinue send ing it to us and our grand daugh ter at
…      Also please con tinue send ing it to…

We are en clos ing a gift from us all for the amount of $...

May God con tinue to use the Morn ing Glory for His
glory!

C. D. St. Louis Park, MN
I would like to or der the news pa per “Morn ing Glory” un -
der the ban ner of Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a -
tion.

Please ad vice me in re gards to the cost of the same as it is
an in spir ing pub li ca tion.   

Ed i tor’s Note:  The Morn ing Glory sub scrip tion price is
on a free will do na tion and the USA Fed eral reg u la tion is
at least one dol lar per year; but nat u rally the cost is much
more for pub lish ing and mail ing.  We trust the LORD to
lay upon your heart what HE wants you to give monthly,
etc. for this min is try.  ‘We’ try to leave it in His Hands as it
is a part of His King dom’s Work!  Thank You as you let
the Lord lead.  Any and all ‘gifts’ are greatly ap pre ci ated!

V. & J. V. Hetland. S. D. 
Thank you for your pa per.  We are in our eight ies and have
a back ground in the Hauge Synod.

M. T. Ap ple Val ley, MN
A Blessed Christ mas and a Joy ous New Year in the Lord.

One won ders what is in store for us in the next year?  Our
blessed Hope and Trust can only be in Christ.

Ed i tor’s Note:  How true as HE is the sure Foun da tion and
De fender and from Him is given ev ery per fect & good
‘gift’ from whom there is no shadow of chang ing.

Is n’t it ‘in ter est ing’ that for a ‘be liever’ in es sence ‘Christ -
mas’ is ev ery ‘day’ of the whole year; be cause IF HE had
not been born/In car na tion: He could n’t have died for ‘my’
sins and there would be NO for give ness of my/our sin
through His Shed BLOOD!

V. U. Story City, IA
Marj al ways en joyed read ing the Morn ing Glory.  Please
ac cept this gift in her mem ory.

I ap pre ci ate re ceiv ing the Morn ing Glory as well.  It is an
ex cel lent pub li ca tion.

Thank you for your min is try.

A. T. Se at tle, WA
We thank the Lord for the work that you do, as all must
hear “You must be born again,” as so many are be ing told
that if they have been bap tized, go to church, etc. you are
OK!

Thank you for the Good News in the Morn ing Glory.

J.  R. Lake City, IA
This is a to ken for a great mag a zine.  Thank you.  I read it
from front to back and of ten want to keep it – but pass it on 
to friends even tu ally.

Thanks again and have a Blessed Christ mas and a blest
New Year in Christ.   

K. & V. M. Eu reka, KS
Please send me a copy of the is sue of the Morn ing Glory
that had the ar ti cle about Pres i dent Obama in it.  I wanted
to keep it and some how it got away.

When it co mes to pos si bil ity of a Pres i dent of our great
USA, I like … as a can di date.   

Thank you very much and I am en clos ing a check …

Grad u a tion to Heaven be cause of the Grace of God.

Pas tor Ray S. Persson went Home to be with JESUS on
De cem ber 2, 2011.

“Now to him that worketh is the re ward not reck oned of
grace, but of debt.  But to him that worketh not, but
beleveth on him that justifieth the un godly, his faith is
counted for righ teous ness.”  Romans 4:4, 5.

A. & D. H. Twin Val ley, MN
Good Morn ing to all with the Morn ing Glory and with the
pre cious prom ise found in Jer e miah 29:11-14. 

We have re ceived the 3 books we or dered and find them
very, good!  Thank you so much for these!

I’m en clos ing a do na tion as we’d like to have you send the 
Morn ing Glory to …

Our friend … was read ing our Morn ing Glory and wanted
to know how he and his mother could re ceive it, so we are
hav ing you send them the same.  Start this as soon as pos -
si ble.  Thank you.

Have a Blessed Christ mas  and New Year also – and may it 
all be to the honor and Glory of God!
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NOT I, BUT JESUS
In the Morn ing

I have been cru ci fied with Christ; and it is no lon ger I
that live, but Christ liveth in me.  Gal. 2:20

“It is no lon ger I that live.”  That is the po si tion of a
Chris tian.  My own ego has been given to death.  Not only
is it true that Christ has died for me; I have also died with
Christ.

The old Adam with his in cli na tions and de sires has
been cru ci fied.  Ev ery time the old de sires awaken, they
must be put to death.  The ego has no rights any more.  It
still claims to be con sid ered, it wants to be cared for and to
have its own way, but its claims have no rights.  The ego is
to be tram pled on and put to death.  “I die daily,” Paul
says. (1 Cor. 15:31).

This is the suf fer ing that ac com pa nies all sanc ti fi ca -
tion.  No one who wishes to live in Christ can be with out
it.

But this is also the bless ed ness of the Chris tian life. 
There is no flood of real joy from the sat is fac tion of the
flesh.  If you want to be happy, your ego has to die.  God
never wants to hurt you; all your pain co mes from your
own will.

The more you fol low the claim of your ego, the more
empty and pain ful will your life be come.  The more your
ego is put to death, the hap pier you will be.

“It is no lon ger I that live, but Christ liveth in me.”
As a Chris tian you have got a new ego, — that is

Christ.  He de cides for you what to do, and He di rects you
and lives in you.  The life of Christ is your life.  His peace
and joy are yours.

“Christ liveth in me.”

At noon

A North-In dian mis sion ary tells that one day he was
deeply dis cour aged.  The un clean ness of his heart caused
the work which he was con duct ing to be un suc cess ful.

As he stood on the road con sid er ing his un wor thi ness
and sin, he was aware of some muddy wa ter at his feet.

‘That muddy wa ter re sem bles my heart,’ he said to
him self.  My soul is un clean and dirty.’

Lift ing up his eyes, the mis sion ary looked out over the 
white Himalaya moun tains.  The snow was glis ten ing
won der fully in the sun shine.  

‘But my soul ought to be just as white and clean as that 
snow,’ he thought.

Then sud denly an idea struck him:
‘And so this muddy pool may be clean.  When the sun

shines, the dirty wa ter will evap o rate.  I will rise again up
to the clouds and be car ried far away over the moun tains.

There it will fall as white snow.’
A gleam of joy lit up the face of the mis sion ary.
‘My soul may also be come as clean as that, but in or -

der that this may hap pen, I must die, and my self-life must
evap o rate.  Then the sun of God’s grace will carry me up
to higher ground, and make me as white as snow.  God
grant me the will to put my ego to death.’ 

The poem of the day

Ut terly aban doned to the Holy Ghost!
Oh! The sink ing, sink ing, un til self is lost!
Un til the emp tied ves sel lies bro ken at His Feet;
Wait ing till His fill ing shall make the work com plete.

Ut terly aban doned to the will of God’
Seek ing for no other path than my Mas ter trod;
Leav ing ease and plea sure, mak ing him my choice,
Wait ing for His guid ance, lis ten ing for His Voice.

Ut terly aban doned! No will of my own;
For time and for eter nity, His, and His alone; 
All my plans and pur poses lost in His sweet will,
Hav ing noth ing, yet in Him all thing pos sess ing still.

Ut terly aban doned! ‘tis so sweet to be
Cap tive in His bonds of love, yet so won drous free;
Free from sin’s en tan gle ments, free from doubt and fear,
Free from ev ery worry, bur den, grief or care.  

In the eve ning

Howbeit what things were gain to me, these have I
counted loss for Christ.  Yea ver ily, and I count all things
to be loss for the ex cel lency of the knowl edge of Christ Je -
sus my Lord, and do count them but re fuse, that I may gain
Christ. Phil. 3:7-8.

In or der to gain Christ, you have to count all things to
be loss.  The more you lose the things which are gain to
you, the greater rich ness you will get in Christ.  Com pared 
with the righ teous ness of Christ all earthly val ues will
fade.

Do not get dis cour aged feel ing your pov erty.  That is
the way you are obliged to go.  Thereby you will ob tain
the rich ness in God.

Ev ery thing that is yours, is but re fuse.  Well, but ev -
ery thing com ing from Him, is gain.

Then you are rich and happy any way.
Lie down qui etly to sleep in the Name of Je sus.  Even

if you feel poor, you are rich and blessed in Him.                 

Taken from “On Our Father’s Knee” (Devotions for
Times of Illness) by Fredrik Wisloff

                                                       Augsburg Pub lish ing House
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Believable …Yet Unbelievable

Christian Baker Faces Boycott for
Refusal to Make Cake for Lesbians

Pro-gay ac tiv ists have launched a boy cott of an Iowa
baker who de clined to cre ate a wed ding cake for a les bian
cou ple based on her re li gious be liefs.

Vic to ria Childress, the owner of Vic to ria’s Cake Cot -
tage in Des Moines, has been ac cused of be ing anti-gay,
ho mo pho bic and a bigot af ter she re fused to make a cake
for Trina Vodraska and Jan elle Sievers.

Childress told Fox News and Com men tary that she
made five cakes for the cou ple to taste – un aware that they
were les bi ans.

“She in tro duced her self, and I asked, ‘Is this your sis -
ter?’”  Childress said, “She said, ‘No.  This is my part -
ner.’”

At that point, Childress told the cou ple that she would
not be will ing to make their wed ding cake.  “I was
straight for ward with them and ex plained that I’m a Chris -
tian and that I have very strong con vic tions,” she said.  “I
chose to be hon est about it.  They said they ap pre ci ated it
and left.  That was all that was said.”

But that was n’t the end of the story.  Soon Childress
be gan re ceiv ing hate ful e-mails, and then the lo cal me dia
called …

Childress said her de ci sion had noth ing to do with dis -
crim i na tion or the les bian cou ple.

“It does n’t have any thing to do with them – it was
about my con vic tions,” she stressed.  “they can get their
cake any where.”

Childress said money is not the is sue.  “I’m be ing at -
tacked be cause of my be liefs – my con vic tions to their
life style,” she said …

Childress said she was sim ply stat ing her be lief.
“I was not rude,” she said.  “I was not con de scend ing. 

It was mat ter-of-fact.  I told them, ‘I’m sorry, I just can’t
do that.’”

BAPTIST PRESS

New York City Mayor Bloomberg”
“Government’s Highest Duty” Is to Push
“Healthy” Foods

Dur ing a United Na tions Gen eral As sem bly sum mit
on non-com mu ni ca ble dis eases, New York City Mayor
Mi chael Bloomberg said, “There are pow ers only gov ern -
ments can ex er cise, pol i cies only gov ern ments can man -
date and en force and re sults only gov ern ments can

achieve.  To halt the world wide ep i demic of non-com mu -
ni ca ble dis eases, gov ern ments at all lev els must make
healthy so lu tions that de fault so cial op tion.  That is ul ti -
mately gov ern ment’s high est duty.” 

Eric Scheiner

Supreme Court Battle Over Obamacare
Set for 2012

The U. S. Su preme Court ap pears to be the lo ca tion
for the fi nal bat tle next sum mer over the le gal ity of
Obama care, the gov ern ment run healthcare scheme that
pro-life groups op posed be cause it al lows abor tion fund -
ing and prompts ra tion ing con cerns…

The Su preme Court, ac cord ing to a Wash ing ton Post
re port, would likely re ceive the case some time next sum -
mer – dur ing the in ten sity of the pres i den tial elec tion,
which will likely fo cus in part on the much-ma ligned
Obamacare law that a ma jor ity of Amer i cans con tinue to
op pose.  The high Court will have to wade through com -
pet ing ap peals-court de ci sions – with the 11th Cir cuit
over turn ing the law, the 6th Cir cuit up hold ing it, and the
4th Cir cuit turn ing down a case chal leng ing …

(T)he cur rent 4-4 con ser va tive-lib eral split on the Su -
preme Court means Jus tice An thony Ken nedy will likely
be the de cid ing vote on whether Obamacare is over turned
or not and, if so, how much of the law is re versed and how
much will be al lowed to be put into play.

LifeNews.com

Pro-Life Groups Cheer Upcoming Probe
of Planned Parenthood

Lead ing pro-life groups ap plauded the news …that a
con gres sio nal sub com mit tee will in ves ti gate the al leged
fi nan cial im pro pri ety and po ten tial cover-up of crim i nal
ac tiv i ties at Planned Par ent hood abor tion clin ics.

LifeNews.com

Town Council Fights for Religious
Freedom

The New York town of Greece is await ing a fed eral
ap peals court de ci sion as to whether it can open pub lic
meet ings with prayers.

The prayers are of fered by in vited clergy, but two res i -
dents ob jected, and Amer i cans for Sep a ra tion of Church
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and State sued.  The or ga ni za tion ap pealed a fed eral court
rul ing that up held the con sti tu tion al ity of the town board’s
prac tice.

Al li ance De fense Fund (ADF) at tor ney Kevin Theriot
says that since the na tion’s found ing, pub lic meet ings have 
been opened with prayer – and there is no le gal rea son, he
ex plains, why a town should be de nied this right.

“This prac tice has al ways been law ful in Amer ica, and
the dis trict court rightly af firmed its con sti tu tion al ity in
this case last year,” says Theriot.

The at tor ney adds that “sec u lar ist groups  might not be
happy with (the de ci sion), but an in vo ca tion of fered ac -
cord ing to the dic tates of the giver’s con science is not an
es tab lish ment of re li gion.”

ADF has told the Sec ond U.S. Cir cuit Court of Ap -
peals that al low ing gov ern ment en ti tles to ac knowl edge
Amer ica’s re li gious her i tage and in voke di vine guid ance
and bless ing upon their work has al ways been con sti tu -
tional. 

LifeNews.com

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“Blessed are they that mourn: for they
shall be comforted.”  Matthew 5:4

A SURPRISING word!
We usu ally send con do lences to those who mourn.  Je -

sus calls them blessed.
Why?
Be cause sor row worketh re pen tance.  It is God who

works re pen tance.  And He does it through sor row.
This sor row of ten be gins qui etly and al most im per cep -

ti bly as slight rest less ness.  And grows grad u ally into sor -
row and anx i ety.

To be gin with we be come rest less be cause of our
thoughtlessness and in dif fer ence.  We feel that we are putt -
ing a low es ti mate upon our souls and thus in jur ing them.

Af ter ward we be come rest less be cause of the las si tude
of our wills.  We see what is right and what we ought to do. 
We in tend to en ter in through the nar row gate of which Je -
sus speaks and to which we have now come.  But we never
take the mat ter se ri ously.  We think, hope, and long.  But
we never act.

Now we be come anx ious also be cause of our cow ard -
ice.  We see now that it is fear of oth ers that keeps us back.

Thus God works re pen tance.
It be comes very hard to sin.  We can not go on with out

peace with God and with our own con science.  Thus we are 
in wardly lib er ated from our old life un til we freely for sake
it all and go to God.

Yes, blessed are they who mourn!

Hear ken to this, you who mourn.  You de spair be cause
you do not suc ceed in be com ing re pen tant.  You can find no
peace, no joy, no as sur ance.  Since you be gan to seek God in
ear nest you have scarcely ex pe ri enced any thing but sor row,
dis tress, and anx i ety.

Lis ten to Je sus’ words to day: “Blessed are they that
mourn.”  God has be gun His work within you.  He has be gun 
it in you in the same way as in the rest of us, through sor row.

But He says: “You shall be com forted.”

Taken from God’s Word For To day, Copy right 1937,
Spe cial Per mis sion granted by Augsburg Pub lish ing.

Lit tle Chil dren

“And Je sus called a lit tle child unto him, and set him in
the midst of them, And said, Ver ily I say unto you, Ex cept ye
be con verted, and be come as lit tle chil dren, ye shall not en -
ter into the king dom of heaven.”  (Mat thew 18:2-3)

Many adult Chris tians have the mis taken no tion that lit -
tle chil dren are too young to un der stand the gos pel and so
should not be al lowed to de cide for Christ un til they are
much older.

The prob lem, how ever, is not the chil dren; it is the
adults who find it hard to un der stand!  They must be come
like lit tle chil dren be fore they can re ally com pre hend the
way of sal va tion and be con verted.  Je sus said, “Suf fer lit tle
chil dren to come unto me, and for bid them not:  for of such
is the king dom of God….Who so ever shall not re ceive the
king dom of God as a lit tle child shall in no wise en ter
therein” (Luke 18:16-17).

Af ter all, what is there to un der stand?  A very young
child, in structed in the Scrip tures from in fancy as God has
com manded his par ents (note 2 Tim o thy 3:15, which uses
the Greek word for “baby” as the state in which young Tim -
o thy be gan to know the Bi ble), can surely com pre hend that
the God to whom his par ents pray made him, that he has
sinned against God when he does wrong, that God sent His
Son, Je sus, to die for his sins, and that Je sus can save him
and take him to heaven.  An adult may re quite much ex pla -
na tion and may imag ine many dif fi cul ties, but a child will
sim ply be lieve – and that’s enough!

The word for “lit tle child” or “lit tle chil dren” ac tu ally
means chil dren who are not much more than tod dlers.  It is
the same word ren dered “young child” when the wise men
came to find Je sus in Beth le hem (Mat thew 2:8, etc.).  Lit tle
chil dren should, by all means, be taught the gos pel, and
should be en cour aged to come to Christ be fore they grow
too old to un der stand with their hearts!

                                Taken from “Days of Praise”,
Copyright 2011, Permission Granted
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Freedom and True
Holiness

(Con tin ued from last is sue of the Morn ing Glory)

Such is the true mo tive for do ing that which is good. 
This is in di cated by the word of the apos tle: “For the love
of Christ constraineth us; be cause we thus judge, that one
died for all, there fore all died” (II Cor. 5:14); and this is
what the apos tle meant when he said; “Ye also were made
dead to the law …. That we might bring forth fruit unto
God” (Rom. 7:4).

You cer tainly re ceive your re ward here on earth also
for the good that you do from a le gal is tic mo tive.  It is cer -
tainly also prof it able for your neigh bors and your house -
hold; but it does not con sti tute the true sanc ti fi ca tion,
nei ther is it the truly good deeds pleas ing to God, of which 
He will make men tion on the Judg ment Day.   So that if it
be only a ques tion of sal va tion, you may very well spare
your self the trou ble of do ing good and in stead give your -
self to a free life in sin, you will lose noth ing by this; you
will at any event not be saved by such a ho li ness as springs 
from a le gal is tic mo tive.  “For as many as are of the works 
of the law are un der a curse” (Gal. 3:10).  Only so much
good as you do be cause you are undeservedly par doned,
and free from the Law – only so much true sanc ti fi ca tion
and good works do you have.  Mark and re mem ber this
well, and write it in del i bly into your mind: Only as much
as springs from grace, from faith and love, from your free -
dom from the Law – only so much true sanc ti fi ca tion do
you have.  

But here someone may, per haps, ask: “Shall the Law,
then, be of no ser vice to a Chris tian in his sanc ti fi ca tion? 
And is a Chris tian then so quick ened by the joy of faith
and love that he never does the good from any le gal is tic
mo tive?”  An swer: First of all, the Law is al ways of in dis -
pens able ser vice and bless ing in sanc ti fi ca tion by the
guid ance 

And the light we have in its commandments; and,
secondly, this guidance always becomes for us a
chastisement, a wholesome and needed chastisement and
crushing humiliation for our crafty heart, which otherwise 
might soon fall into pride, security, levity, and other like
abominations.  But the motive itself and the very heart of a 
Christian’s sanctification must be God’s mighty grace. 
Understand this aright, and note:  It is quite true that the
light of grace in faith does not always burn with the same
beautiful and quickening power; faith, joy, and love are
often weakened during the journey, and however
earnestly I may strive, I cannot at will take to myself such
a burning faith as I would.  But the matter does not depend

on this.  If I but have such confidence in my God through
Christ that, whatever my condition, I can speak to Him as
His child, can believe the state of grace itself (Rom. 5:2),
albeit with a rather dry faith, which, however, keeps
firmly to the assurances of the Lord, then this faith will
bring about a willing spirit so that I gladly subdue my
flesh according to His commandment.  I do not need to
feel as light of heart as in happier times, when He rejoices
my heart; no, as for my feelings, a legalistic heaviness
often comes upon me in my walk, so that I feel far more
the Law in my inner man than the grace and delight of the
Gospel.  But the distinction over against them that are
“busy with works of the Law” consists in this: They who
are under the law are “busy with the works of the Law”
with intent and purpose, mark, they have outright, that
conception that our state of grace and our sanctification do 
depend on our labor of godliness, and are thus agreed with
themselves in this striving, yes, what we are and do is the
very song of their being, comes first and last.  The true
believer, on the other hand, even during his legalistic
periods, is nevertheless an enemy of his own self- im por -
tance, as soon as he becomes aware of it.  He censures and
decries it and agrees with God at once in His Word, that in
us is nothing but sin and weakness and only in Christ is
both our righteousness and our strength.  The believer
presses on to lay hold of Christ and to know Him, and the
power of His resurrection, and he is certain that all will
thereby be righted again: it is only weakness from which
he is suffering.  His mind and intention are therefore
evangelical, it is only feeling and his old nature that are
legalistic.  And although he must often, as it were, force
himself to the doing of that which is good, because he
feels the resistance of his flesh, it is after all the great grace 
of God on which he believes that moves him to the desire
of thus subduing his stubborn flesh.  He loves the
commandments of the Lord, even His threats, yes, His rod
and chastisement, and this because they assist the slaying
of the evil flesh; but he has this very love for the Law and
its threats because he believes the unmerited grace – and
hence the deeps of his heart and his motives are
evangelical.   It is far different if we become “captive
under a yoke of bondage,” when our thoughts, first and
last, are centered upon ourselves and what we should be
an do, and by this the childlike confidence is smothered
and the Law even becomes the ruling power in the
conscience.  Then the life of sin and impotence which the
Law always brings about enters in again.  And from this
we can then see how necessary it is that the conscience be
free from the Law even for true sanctification.  Oh, that
every Christian, therefore, during all the days of his life
would take to heart the admonition of the apostle: “For
freedom did Christ set us free: stand fast there, and be not
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entangled again in a yoke of bondage” (Gal. 5:1).  Thus
our Lord Christ Himself also says concerning this matter:
“Abide in my love.”  Abide “in me.”  “as the branch
cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; so
neither can ye, except ye abide in me” (John 15).

Taken from “THE BELIEVER FREE FROM THE
LAW,” By C. O. Rosenius, Lu theran Colportage

Ser vice, Inc.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

God’s Shining Face

“The LORD make his face shine upon thee, and
be gra cious unto thee.”  (Num bers 6:25)

This re quest is part of the well-known Mo saic bene -
dic tion for the chil dren of Is rael (Num bers 6:24-27).  The
first oc cur rence in verb form of the word “shine” is in this
verse, al though in the noun form, trans lated as “light,” it
ap pears in the third verse of the Bi ble when God said, “Let 
there be light” (Gen e sis 1:3).

True light co mes only from God, since “God is light”
(1 John 1:5).  As the world de pends on the sun shine for its
phys i cal life, so we con tin u ally must re ceive the Son’s
shin ing in our hearts to sus tain our spir i tual life.

It is note wor thy that the prayer of our text oc curs
seven other times in the Scrip tures.  These are as fol lows:

“Make thy face to shine upon thy ser vant: save me for
thy mer cies’ sake” (Psalm 31:16); “God be mer ci ful unto
us, and bless us; and cause his face to shine upon us;
Selah” (Psalm 67:1); “Turn us again, O Lord God of
hosts, cause thy face to shine; and we shall be saved”
(Psalm 80:19; also vv. 3, 7); “Make thy face to shine upon
thy ser vant; and teach me thy stat utes” (Psalm 119:135);
“Our God, hear the prayer of thy ser vant, and his sup pli -
ca tions, and cause thy face to shine upon thy sanc tu ary
that is des o late, for the Lord’s sake” (Dan iel 9:17).

Since God, in His om nip o tence, dwells “in the light
which no man can ap proach unto” (1 Tim o thy 6:16), He
shines on us for sal va tion, spir i tual il lu mi na tion, and daily 
guid ance only thor ough His Son, the Word made flesh, for 
“in Him was life; and the life was the light of men” (John
1:4).  “For God, who com manded the light to shine out of
dark ness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the
knowl edge of the glory of God in the face of Je sus Christ”
(2 Co rin thi ans 4:6).

                         Taken from “Days of Praise” Copyright
2011, permission granted

The Time of Old Age

“Now also when I am old and greyheaded, O
God, for sake me not un til I have shewed thy

strength unto this gen er a tion, and the power to
ev ery one that is to come.”(Psalm 71:18)

One tends to grow re sent ful against the lim i ta tions
and in creas ing in fir mi ties as so ci ated with ag ing, even
com plain ing to God and oth ers about grow ing old—at
least un til one con sid ers the al ter na tive!  WE need to re -
mem ber that, as long as the Lord pre serves our lives, He
has some min is try for us to per form for “this gen er a tion”
and “to ev ery one that is to come.”

The Scrip tures abound with prom ises of bless ing in
old age, so grow ing old should be an oc ca sion for re joic -
ing and deep ened com mit ment to what ever the Lord en -
ables one to do.

“The righ teous shall flour ish like the palm
tree:…Those that be planted in the house of the Lord shall
flour ish in the courts of our God.  They shall still bring
forth fruit in old age.” (Psalm 92:12-14).  But if there de -
vel ops a ten dency to grow spir i tu ally cold with age, the
ad mo ni tion of Paul is ap pro pri ate.  “Aged men (should) be 
so ber, grave, tem per ate, sound in faith, in char ity, in pa -
tience.  The aged women like wise, that they be in be hav -
iour as becometh ho li ness,…teach ers of good things:
(Ti tus 2:2-3).

Thus the heart felt prayer of the psalm ist in our text is
still ap pro pri ate to day, for all who will, sooner than they
think, en ter the time of old age.  Note also the fol low ing
prayer:  “Cast me not off in the time of old age; for sake me
not when my strength faileth” (Psalm 71:9).  That God
will an swer such a prayer, of fered in faith and sin cer ity,
was af firmed by Da vid when he said: “I have been young,
and now am old, yet have I not seen the righ teous for -
saken, nor his seed beg ging bread” (Psalm 37:25).  The
time of old age can be a time of happy har vest, if we have
sowed the seeds of good fruit.

Taken from “Days of Praise”,  Copyright 2011,
Permission Granted

13

Give the gift of truth to some one(s) 
this Val en tine month:

Morn ing Glory



Walter A. Maier on Music
Ed. note:  Dr. Wal ter A. Maier was the Old Tes ta ment

Pro fes sor at Con cordia Theo log i cal Sem i nary in the
1930’s.  He was also the speaker for “The Lu theran Hour.”  
Maier preached alone be hind a sin gle mi cro phone, and
with out the aid of tele vi sion, The Lu theran Hour broad -
cast reached 120 coun tries.  It was only passed by Billy
Gra ham  with the aid of tele vi sion.  When the broad cast hit 
the air waves peo ple would pull over in their car to lis ten. 
Peo ple were con verted to Christ and de liv ered from al co -
hol, sui cide and a num ber of other sins as God worked
through this man and this broad cast.  He was also a bril -
liant man and was set to pub licly de bate Clar ence Darrow
about theism ver sus agnosticism.  Darrow backed out.

What did this man think about proper mu sic for Chris -
tian ity and the Lu theran Hour broadcast? 

“It was Mar tin Lu ther who called mu sic the “hand -
maid of the ol ogy,” and Lu ther ans have never for got ten it.
Mu sic had al ways played a prom i nent role in the pro gram, 
and pol icy from the first was to of fer only the high est va ri -
ety.  No saw dust mel o dies from fren zied ar peg gios on pi -
ano or elec tronic or gan, no gos pel gui tars, pi ous
ac cor di ons, or theo log i cal trom bones were per mit ted.
Rather, the rich mu si cal her i tage of the Lu theran tra di tion
was pre sented in its most rep re sen ta tive form: the cho rale,
sung by a cho rus acappella, or oc ca sion ally with
pipe-organ and or ches tral ac com pa ni ment.

“Most fre quent of the many cho ral groups heard on
the broad cast was the thirty-voice Lu theran Hour Cho rus.
Com posed of Con cordia stu dents, the group had a spir ited
blend which pro jected cho rales with such high tech ni cal
qual ity that Fred War ing him self of fered warm com men -
da tion. Dur ing sum mers, the cho rus of ten went on con cert
tours through out Amer ica. 

“An other group heard pe ri od i cally was the St. Louis
A Cappella Choir, a mixed cho rus un der the ba ton of noted 
Bach in ter preter, Dr. Wil liam B. Heyne. When sem i nar i -
ans were on va ca tion, the St.Louis Lu theran Hour Cho rus
sup plied the mu sic, a group of laymen un der the di rec tion
of E. W. Schroeter.  And on Sun days when the Hour was
aired from a rally in an other city, the best lo cal cho ruses
were enlisted, sometimes 2,000 voi ces strong.  The mu si -
cal min is try of the pro gram evoked a spe cial cat e gory of
fan mail from lis ten ers, some of whom were ini tially at -
tracted to the Hour be cause of it.”

Taken from “A Man Spoke, A World Listened: The Story 
of Walter A. Maier” by Paul Maier, pg. 198.  Published

by McGraw Hill Book Co.

Is This the Tes ti mony of 
Lu theran Churches To day???

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“Thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that
debt, because thou besoughtest me: shouldest

not thou also have had mercy on thy
fellow-servant, even as I had mercy on thee? 

Matthew 18:32-33

This man was con verted.
Je sus would have this fact em pha sized.  Nev er the less,

he was lost be cause he would not for give his brother.
As far as my un der stand ing of the Scrip tures goes, no

sin is more dan ger ous as far as our re la tion ship to God is
con cerned than im pla ca bil ity and ha tred.  No tice how of ten
Je sus en forces the truth that God can not for give us our sins
if we do not from our hearts for give those who have sinned
against us.  Even among the few and brief pe ti tions of the
Lord’s Prayer we find this re minder: “And for give us our
tres passes as we for give those who tres pass against us.”

Ob vi ously, this is no more dan ger ous than other sins
be cause it is grosser or greater than many oth ers.  Nay, it is 
be cause it, in a pe cu liar man ner, im parts to our whole
soul-life an icy fri gid ity.

A con verted man lay at the point of death.  A Chris tian 
friend of his came to visit him.  He asked how things were
with him as he lay there face to face with death.  The sick
man re plied that all was well.  “Then you have made up
with your neigh bor, with whom you have been on un -
friendly terms?” said the vis i tor.  “No” said the dy ing man, 
“I have not.”

“Yes, the Bi ble says that you will be lost if you re fuse
to be rec on ciled to your ad ver sary.  You are very sick and
are about to die.  If you so de sire, I will go and get your
neigh bor at once,” he said.

“No” said the dy ing, man, “if it cost that much to get
to heaven, I shall have to take my chances.”

With these words he turned his face to ward the wall
and would hear noth ing fur ther of the mat ter.

 Oh, how hor ri ble, how ter ri ble!

Taken from “God’s Word For Today” by O. Hallesby 
Copyright 1937, Permission Granted by Augsburg

Publishing 
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Always Speak Truthfully
A small boy was on the wit ness stand in an im por tant

law suit.  The pros e cut ing at tor ney cross-ex am ined him,
then de liv ered, he thought, a crush ing blow to his tes ti -
mony: “Your fa ther has been tell ing you how to tes tify,
has n’t he?”  

“Yes.”
“Now,” said the law yer tri um phantly, “just tell us how 

your fa ther told you to tes tify.”
“Well,” the boy said mod estly, “Fa ther told me the

law yer would try to tan gle me in my tes ti mony, but if I
would just be care ful to tell the truth, I could re peat the
same thing ev ery time.”

Christian Digest

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

A young man was try ing to es tab lish him self as a
peach grower. He had worked hard and in vested his
all in a peach or chard which blos somed won der fully.
Then came a frost. He did not go to church the next
Sunday nor the next nor the next.

His pas tor went to see him to find the rea son. The
young fel low ex claimed, “I’m not com ing any more.
Do you think I can wor ship a God who cares for me
so lit tle that He will let a frost kill all my peaches?”

The man of God looked at him a few mo ments in si -
lence, then said kindly, “God loves you better that He 
does your peaches. He knows that while peaches do
better with out frosts, it is im pos si ble to grow the best
men with out frosts. His ob ject is to grow men, not
peaches.”

Christian Worker’s Magazine

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

No Sinking Through a Rock!

An el derly Welsh lady, when she lay dy ing, was vis ited 
by her pas tor. “Sis ter, are you sink ing?” he asked.

She an swered him not a word but looked at him with
an in cred u lous eye.

He re peated the ques tion: “Sis ter, are you sink ing?”

She looked at him again as if she could not be lieve he 
would ask such a ques tion.

At last, ris ing a lit tle in her bed, she an swered, “Sink -
ing! Sink ing! Did you ever know a sin ner to sink
through a rock? If I had been stand ing on the sand, I
might sink; but, thank God, I am stand ing on the
Rock of Ages, and there is no sink ing there. ”

Charles Spurgeon
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SPRING HAUGE BIBLE
CONFERENCE 

March 16 – 18, 2012

At Mt. Sion Lu theran Church, Kasson, MN 

Pas tor Lyle Aadahl, Host Pas tor

Back to Bib li cal Ba sics in the 21st Cen tury

Fri day Eve ning 

7:00 p.m.  – Stringed In stru ments & Singspiration 

7:30 p.m. – Guest Speaker: Mis sion ary/Pas tor
Connely Dyrud, Ma ple Grove, MN

Re fresh ments & Fel low ship Fol low ing

Sat ur day, March 17th

Prayer Time at 9:00 – 9:30 a.m.

9:30 – 10 a.m. Cof fee/Re fresh ments

10:00 – 10:55 a.m. Guest Speaker: Pas tor Jim Pe ter -
son, Mondovi, WI

11:05 – 12:00 p.m. Guest Speaker: Pas tor Jim Haga,
Shoreview, MN 

Noon Meal pro vided at the Church

1:15 – 2:10 p.m.  Pas tor Jim Pe ter son

2:20 – 3:15 p.m. Pas tor Jim Haga

3:15 – 3:45 p.m.  Cof fee/Re fresh ments

3:45 p.m. – Tes ti mo nies, Fel low ship, Hymn/Gos pel
Singspiration

4:30 p.m.  Hauge Board Meeting

6:00 p.m. Sup per at Church

7:00 p.m. Eve ning Ser vice – Mis sion ary Connely
Dyrud, Cof fee/Re fresh ments following

Sunday, March 18th 

Wor ship Ser vice and Sunday School/Adult Class

(Def i nitely en cour aged to at tend, also)

Mis sion ary Connely Dyrud is the ‘guest speaker’ dur -
ing the Wor ship Ser vices both at Mt. Sion Luth. –
Kasson and Zion Luth. – Dex ter

Res tau rants and lodg ing also avail able in Kasson, MN

YOU ARE INVITED AND 
PLEASE BRING OTHERS!

Please Pray Ex pec tantly

Pre pare your self to be richly Blest!

(Come not only ex pect ing many bless ings, but to be
an en cour age ment and bless ing also)

P. S. IF con ve nient: Please bring along ‘good ies’ for
‘re fresh ment’ times.  Thank You.
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P. S.  Gen u inely and truly any and all gifts are
greatly ap pre ci ated.  GIVE as HE prompts and pros -
pers you.  May God richly bless you and make you a
rich bless ing!

De cem ber In come for the Morn ing Glory is app.
$4,385.00

Each month’s ex pense per is sue of the Morn ing
Glory is app. $2,300 – plus.

Up Date

(Guest Ar ti cle)

Verily, I say unto you, This poor widow
cast in more than all they that are

casting into the treasury: for they all did
cast in of their superfluity; but she of her 

want did cast in all that she had.”  
Mark 12:43-44

IN our age of great eco nomic pres sure many
have lit tle to give.  They feel that it is noth ing short
of em bar rass ing when an of fer ing is to be laid upon
the al tar, that it is like go ing up and giv ing a dem on -
stra tion of one’s pov erty.

My friend, you should not feel that way.  Je sus
sits down over against the tem ple trea sury now
also.  He knows how lit tle you have to give.  Just as
He knew that the widow had no more than she gave.

No tice how happy Je sus be came.  He called to
His dis ci ples that they too might share His joy.  If
your re sources are small, then give your lit tle gift
and do it with out be ing ashamed.   

You, how ever, whose gift is small even though
you have an abun dance from which to give, you
know, do you not, that Je sus sits and looks on ev ery
time you give?  Your gift shows Him the con di tion
of your heart.   It shows that you love nei ther Him
nor your neigh bor.  Your heart is closed to need. 
You live for your self and your own.

You do not be lieve, ei ther.  You do not be lieve
that God keeps His prom ises.  That is why you are
so afraid to give.  You think that it is dan ger ous to
give away money and there fore you give as lit tle as
you pos si bly can with out los ing your re spect abil ity.

The Word to day speaks to you gently but ear -
nestly.  Not only must your gifts be changed, but
your heart as well.

Pray to God that you may see Him who gave
and gave un til He gave His last drop of blood for
you.  He will change your heart.  And im part to you
a mind to give, mak ing you a cheer ful giver.   

Then you, too, will be gin to glad den the heart
of God – and many peo ple – by your gifts.  You
your self, how ever, will reap the great est joy.  For it
is more blessed to give than to re ceive.

Taken from ‘God’s Word for Today’ by O.
Hallesby, Copyright 1937, Special Permission

granted by Augsburg Publishing.


